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AMERICAN 

ALLIGATOR 

OCCURENCE 

IN N.C. 

N.C. alligators inhabit freshwater areas in the 

easternmost counties, with the largest populations 

existing in the lower coastal plain.
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2020



Characteristics

Cold blooded   (Ectothermic)

Ambush predators w/ quick bursts of speed in water 

Well developed vision, smell and hearing

Vertical pupils, excellent night vision, nictitating 
membrane 



Food

Juveniles feed primarily on insects, fishing spiders, 
millipedes, crayfish, frogs, small turtles, juvenile  water 
snakes and small fish. 

Adults feed primarily on turtles, snakes, fish, and 
crayfish. In brackish waters blue crabs are also part of 
the diet. 

Carrion will also be eaten when found. 

Adult alligators will readily take juveniles. 
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HUMAN POPULATION ESTIMATES

Human population estimation as of 2016 is 2.6 million living in the coastal plain of North Carolina

Estimated populations are unknown for American Alligators in N.C.



HUMAN-

ALLIGATOR 

INTERACTIONS 

IN N.C.

As human populations continue to expand in N.C.’s 

coastal counties, and as development continues to 

occur without mitigation of alligator conflicts, the 

potential for human-alligator interactions will 

continue to increase.



UNIQUE COASTAL 

DEVELOPMENTS

Many coastal communities cannot exist without 

modifications to the landscape that take unattractive 

habitat for alligators and make it ideal:

• Retention ponds

• Waterways to hold/move water

Communities often don’t have the resources they 

need to inform visitors and new community 

members about potential alligator interactions:

• They don’t have appropriate signage

• There aren’t any mitigation strategies to exclude 

alligators from the community

• No information regarding coexisting is provided











DEVELOPMENT 

MITIGATION

• Culvert grating to inhibit alligator movement

• Fencing at critical locations to keep alligators from 

entering water systems

• Installation of waterways in areas of the community 

less visible or accessible by community residents

• Signage where appropriate

Mitigation techniques that could 

be utilized by developers/

community planners:





COMMUNITY

Communities have a responsibility to 

recognize that they must take 

proactive steps to coexist with 

alligators and mitigate any conflicts.



Don’t feed Alligators!

Feeding alligators is the #1 action that results 

in alligators becoming comfortable around 

people, alligators approaching people, and 

alligators being attracted to and spending 

more time in your community.

DO NOT:
• Intentionally feed an alligator – it is illegal

• Feed any other wildlife in areas where 

alligators have been seen

• Dispose of fish scraps or unused bait while 

fishing near alligator occupied waterways

COEXISTING TIP #1





Behave Responsibly!

If you see an alligator or are in an area where 

an alligator lives, act accordingly.

• Maintain a safe distance of 50 feet (at least 

2 school bus lengths)

• Do not approach or harass an alligator

• Keep pets on a leash, do not allow them to 

swim, exercise, or drink in or near waters 

that may contain alligators

• Remember, the waterway itself is typically 

more of a hazard than alligators

COEXISTING TIP #2



DON’T HARASS THE 

GATORS!!



What if Coexisting doesn’t work?

If left alone, alligators rarely pose a threat to 

humans. Alligators are shy and secretive in 

nature and actively avoid people unless 

conditioned with food. Alligators are generally 

not considered a threat to humans unless 

they are 6′ or more in length. There are few 

circumstances in which an authorized 

individual will get involved.

Instances in which an authorized individual 

might get involved may include an alligator…

• In a place of business or on a highway

• Displaying threatening behavior

• Causing property damage

• Disrupting commercial activities

• In a situation that poses a danger to the 

health and safety of the alligator



RELOCATION FACTORS

The NCWRC takes the following factors into 

account during a relocation request:

• Moving a food-conditioned alligator transfers 

the problem elsewhere

• Alligators can move long distances and move 

back into developed areas

• Moving any wildlife around on the landscape 

is disruptive to natural balances within 

ecosystems

We are the only state that continues to have an alligator relocation 

program. All other states euthanize them or move them to captivity 

(e.g., meat/hide farms). To avoid going that route, we need to 

ensure the continuation of responsible relocation decisions.











WATCH 

OUT 

ALONG 

THE

WATERS 

EDGE!









WHO TO 

CONTACT

Contact the Wildlife Helpline at 

866-318-2401 or send email to 

wildlifehelpline@ncwildlife.org:

• If you have questions or conerns 

about alligators in your area and 

would like to speak to a biologist

Contact the Wildlife Enforcement 

Hotline at 800-662-7137:

• If someone is intentionally feeding, 

harming, harassing or poaching an 

alligator

• If an alligator is interrupting traffic on 

a public road

Please remember only authorized 

individuals can handle alligators.

mailto:wildlifehelpline@ncwildlife.org


Questions?

Conservation is a state of harmony between men and land

-Aldo Leopold
John Henry Harrelson

910-874-2725

John.Harrelson@ncwildlife.org


